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The Lesser Blessing of Water 
 

The water is placed in a container and placed on a tetrapod and covered with a 
prepared cloth.  The priest wears the epitrachilion and phelonion.  The priest 
holds the hand cross with a sprig of basil.  If basil is not available, use another 
green.  The priest is accompanied by a deacon carrying the censer and by two 
candle bearers. He places the hand cross on the tetrapod and incenses around it 
in the form of a cross once. 
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The faithful sing the Prokeimenon, and the lector chants the verse: 
 

  

The lector chants Hebrews 2: 11-18.  (It is highly recommended that the lector 
read the Apostolic Reading from the Epistle Book.) 
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The faithful sing the Alleluia, and the lector chants the verses: 
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The celebrant proclaims the holy Gospel (John 5: 1-4) even when a deacon is 
serving.  (It is highly recommended that the celebrant read the holy Gospel from 
the Gospel Book, fitting for the solemnity of the words of our Lord.) 
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The celebrant takes the hand cross and blesses the water in this manner:  He 
submerges the cross, holding it upright and makes the sign of the cross with it in 
the water.  He does this three times, once at each singing of the Troparion of the 
Holy Cross.   
 

The celebrant sings the Troparion once, and the faithful sing it twice. 

The faithful then sing the following: 



The celebrant then kisses the holy cross and sprinkles the faithful with the water, 
as they sing the following: 
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