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The Mystery of Holy Anointing 

At the place of the anointing, a table is prepared.  If it is the custom, a vessel 
containing wheat is placed on this table.  An empty shrine-lamp is laid upon the 
wheat for the oil of anointing.  Again, if it is the custom, as many suitable 
instruments for applying the holy oil as there will be priests participating are 
placed around the container of wheat.  A Book of Gospels and a cross are also 
placed upon the table.  The priests vest in the epitrachilion and phelonion.  The 
deacon, having received the blessing from the celebrant, vests in the sticharion 
and orarion.  All stand around the table holding candles, if it be the custom.  The 
deacon (or the principal celebrant, if there is no deacon), after placing incense 
into the censer, incenses the table on each side and all those present.  The deacon 
(or celebrant, if there is no deacon) then begins: 
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Each time with a reverence: 
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At the last, with melody: 

 

 
 

 



 
Litany 



Blessing of Oil 

The celebrant reads the following prayer (Concelebrants read the prayer silently): 
 

 
 

Liturgy of the Word 

+

The faithful sing the Prokeimenon, and the lector chants the verse: 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The lector chants James 5:10-16: 
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The celebrant proclaims the holy Gospel (Luke 10:25-37) even when a deacon is 
serving: 

 



 

A homily may be offered at this time, during which the faithful are seated.
 

Litany of Fervent Supplication

 



 

 
The celebrant continues: 



 
 

 
The celebrant opens the Gospel Book, and holds it with the text downward.  If 
there are concelebrating priests, they hold the Gospel Book.  The celebrant says 
the following prayer: 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Dismissal 
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The faithful come forward to be anointed while the following Troparia are sung: 
 



 



Cantor:

 

 




